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On the 5th of November 2005, the Russian Cancer 
Research community will celebrate the 70th anniversary of 
renowned Russian experimental oncologist Gennady Alter-
ovich Belitsky, Professor, Doctor of Science. 

As early as being a student of Smolensk Medical Institute 
Gennady Alterovich developed a strong interest in cancer 
causation and mechanisms of carcinogenesis. He started his 
first research projects under the tutelage of a world leader 
in the field of chemical carcinogenesis Leon Manusovich 
Shabad, Academician of the Academy of Medical Sciences 
of the USSR. In 1961, he became a PhD-student of Professor 
Jury M. Vasiliev at the Department of Chemical Carcinogen-
esis at the Institute of Experimental and Clinical Oncology 
AMS of USSR. Then he spent his entire carrier at this famous 
institute, now known as N.N. Blokhin Russian Cancer Re-
search Center RAMS. During his years in graduate school 
and then being one the favorite and closest collaborators 
of Academician L.M. Shabad, Dr. Belitsky inherited the best 
traditions of Russian school of experimental oncology.

Professor Belitsky is one of the leading Russian scientists 
in the field of chemical carcinogenesis. He made important 
contributions to this field by the profound investigation of the 
carcinogenic properties of a large number of chemical com-
pounds. Importantly, he was the first in Russia who initiated 
the studies on metabolic activation of procarcinogens that 
led to a fundamental work on carcinogen metabolism and, 
particularly, on the role of the cytochrome P450 isoforms in 
carcinogen activation. Analyzing carcinogenesis, mutagen 
and tumor promoter effects, he proposed a battery of short-
term tests for screening of carcinogenic activity of different 

chemical compounds. One of the major components of 
this test system was a mutagenic assay in Drosophila mela-
nogaster developed in collaboration with Dr. Khovanova. In 
1987, Professor Belitsky established the Laboratory of Car-
cinogen Screening Methods at the Institute of Carcinogen-
esis of Blokhin Cancer Research Center RAMS. Several new 
tests including Somatic Mutation and Recombination Test, 
Unscheduled DNA Synthesis Test, and test for epigenetic 
carcinogens based on their effect on gap junctional intercel-
lular communication were developed at his laboratory and 
now they are widely used in practice. Recently a number of 
highly sensitive methods for detection of point mutations in 
tumor and normal tissues of cancer patients were elaborated 
and optimized under his supervision.  

Professor Belitsky is the author of more than 160 scientific 
publications, including several monographs. He participated 
in many International Scientific Conferences and organized 
some of them. He serves as a member of Editorial Board of 
the Journal “Cell Biology and Toxicology”. For many years, 
Dr. Belitsky actively participated in the work of the Scientific 
Council of Institute of Carcinogenesis and was its Chairman 
for the years 2001–2002.

Following the best traditions of Russian school of ex-
perimental oncology, Dr. Belitsky firmly believes that the 
legacy of the scientist is in his students to whom the torch of 
excitement induced by an unsolved scientific puzzle should 
be passed. Dr. Belitsky has been a great mentor to numerous 
young scientists. He directly supervised 15 PhD students 
and 3 scientists working for doctor’s degree, and all of them 
successfully presented and defended their theses. Now his 
former students work in different Research Institutes and 
Universities all over the world. 

In addition to his research and teaching activities, Profes-
sor Belitsky significantly contributed to the important aspects 
of public health. He played a prominent role in shaping Rus-
sian and international policies on control and screening of 
chemical carcinogens. For the last three decades, Gennady 
Alterovich has been working as a member of the Carcinogen 
Control Committee of the Russian Health Ministry. He was 
also one of the founders of the Soviet Section of the European 
Institute of Ecology and Cancer, a Member of International 
Committee for carcinogen detection methods of International 
Standardization Organization, the Co-Chairman of Russian-
French Society for Medicine Safety. 

Dr. Belitsky is universally respected by the scientific 
community for his devotion to science, extraordinary scien-
tific vision and creativeness. He is a man of great erudition, 
tenderness and benevolence. 

We congratulate Gennady Alterovich on his Jubilee, wish 
him good health, and long years of creative and fruitful life. 
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