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Dear Editor,
A large increase in thyroid carcinoma incidence among those exposed as children to the high levels of fallout

from the nuclear accident at Chernobyl in 1986 has been reported.  This increase was noted about 4 years after
the accident and is continuing.  It is important that knowledge pertaining to the consequences of this accident that
may benefit mankind in general and be of value in responding to future nuclear accidents is not lost.

Accordingly, the governments of the 3 states most affected, Belarus, the Russian Federation and Ukraine,
have joined with the European Commission, the US National Cancer Institute, the Sasakawa Memorial Health
Foundation of Japan and the World Health Organisation to create a tumour bank in each of the three countries for
thyroid tumours and to make nucleic acids from both tumour and normal tissue available for study by groups
interested in radiation or thyroid carcinogenesis; the project is co-ordinated from a centre in Cambridge, UK.

This material forms a valuable resource of a large number of tumours of a defined type, directly related to
exposure to a known mutagen at a known time.  Only tissue not needed for diagnosis and obtained with full
ethical permission will be used. Nucleic acids will be extracted from tumour tissue and from normal thyroid; DNA
from blood from future patients is expected to become available at a later date.  The bank at present holds DNA
and RNA extracted from about 200 thyroid tumours occurring in patients who were under 19 at the time of the
accident; this number is expected to increase considerably in the next few years.  An international group of
pathologists has provided an agreed diagnosis for all extracted tumours.

Information regarding applications for and the use of these materials is now available on the Newly Indepen-
dent States Chernobyl Tumour Bank (NISCTB) website (http://www.srl.cam.ac.uk/nisctb).

We hope that the establishment of this tumour bank will lead to work that will increase our understanding of
both radiation and thyroid carcinogenesis, and provide an example of international collaboration that can be
followed in other situations.

GA Thomas, Project Manager, NISCTB

ED Williams, Chairman, Scientific Project Panel

On behalf of the members
of the Scientific Project Panel of the NISCTB:
DV Becker, TI Bogdanova,
EP Demidchik, E Lushnikov, S Nagataki,
V Ostapenko, A Pinchera, MD Tronko,
AF Tsyb, M Tuttle, S Yamashita.

LETTER TO EDITOR


